
CHAIRS REPORT 2019. 

Welcome to the 8th Northowram Scarecrow Event AGM, thank you all for 

attending and thank you to `The Club’ for allowing us use of the venue again this 

evening. 

2018/19 has been an eventful year, the Scarecrow weekend over the 4th, 5th and 

6th May was once again well attended, helped by the first really good weather of 

the year.  Thanks go to 22 The Square and Smokehouse for their sponsorship 

this year. A wide range of scarecrows where on show across the village.  

However scarecrow numbers appear to have levelled out in the last few years.  

So we need to continue to promote “the Scarecrow Event” for 2020 and 

encourage residents to make scarecrows.   

The Northowram “bake off” was well attended this year, and our thanks go to the 

Judges and Marilyn Burton and all at Heywood for delivering this competition in 

support of the overall Scarecrow Event. 

A big thank you must also go out to all the volunteers who helped over the 
weekend as well as throughout the year, without you the event could not happen.  
We will always need willing volunteers so please put your names forward or if 
you know someone, please nominate them (see your information pack page 10 
for application forms). The event is a great opportunity for students to add 
“volunteering at a community event” to their CV’s.  Volunteer students have and 
will continue to receive a reference letter of thanks for their support and 
assistance during the weekend.  
 
I also need to thank the Scarecrow Event Team for their dedication and hard 
work and their support to the event that continues to create a sense of 
community in the village and raise funds for village groups and projects.  The 
aims and objectives of the Scarecrow Event remain the same (please see your 
information pack pages 7-9).  The Roles and Responsibilities currently held by 
Committee members have also been listed on page 12 and copies of all the 
above documents are available to download from 
www.northowramscarecrows.co.uk 
 
It was clear that Northowram Scarecrow event already caters wider than just 

Scarecrows, delivering a weekend that is fun not only for the local community & 

their friends and families but for visitors to Northowram from further afield. Long 

may this continue!   

Northowram Scarecrows Website: 

What’s new – Website developments: 

• Bids funding application now available to complete online 

http://www.northowramscarecrows.co.uk/


• Register your scarecrow online 

• Bake Off registration available online 

• Suggestions form available online 

Thanks to Steve and Kalon Collingwood for their ongoing management and 

development of the scarecrow website. 

2020’s event is already being coordinated, Please all note that Northowram 

Scarecrow Event 2020 takes place on Friday 8th, Saturday 9th, Sunday 10th 

May 2020, the change of days and dates from normal, due to UK 

Government moving the Bank holiday from Monday to Friday in support of 

VE Day celebrations. 

Thoughts and ideas from the community are always welcomed online or there 

are suggestion forms in your pack, page 11.   

We would also like to receive ideas for local projects (form online) that would like 

some financial support, in the past years the Scarecrow event has supported to 

name but a few; 

• Northowram Tennis Club 

• Northowram in Bloom, 

• The Northowram Christmas lights,  

• The Doctors Surgery garden 

• Plus various Church, School and Community projects including 

subsidy towards maintenance of The Library AED and the 

Northowram.org website.  

Further details of successful bids in recent years are on page 4 of your pack and 

this year’s successful bids will be announced and presented by the treasurers 

following their financial summary.  

To date over £16,000 has been distributed to many causes within Northowram 

It should be noted that a new Scarecrow Caravan/Information Centre needs to 

be considered soon due to the deteriorating condition of the existing vehicle. 

A new initiative we have added this year is the new annual Community Award to 

be awarded to an individual or group that have made an outstanding contribution 

to the village (please see page 5 of your information pack for full details). 

Documentation will be made available on the website shortly.  

Robin will provide us with a brief summary shortly after the treasurer’s report. 



We are already looking for an event sponsor for 2020, if you are interested or 

you know a business or company who may be interested in sponsoring this 

annual event please contact us on northowramscarecrows@hotmail.com 

Before I finish just a reminder of the Remembrance Day Service 2019 to take 

place on Monday 11th November 2019, 10.45am for a 10.55 start with readings 

and collective remembrance of those involved in conflict past and present.  

Finally many of you will be aware that I have been chair of Northowram 

Scarecrow Event for the last 4 years and vice chair before that, not only have I 

come to the end of my tenure as chair aligned to our constitution I have also 

chosen to step down due to other commitments and also feel it is time for 

someone else to take up the mantel. 

At our last Committee meeting the following revisions where proposed, seconded 

and voted by a quorate committee: 

Chair – Steve Collingwood 

Vice chair – Robin Owen Morley 

Joint Treasurers – Molly Varley (remains as treasurer) and Robin Owen Morley, 

Janet Green has also kindly offered support to the treasurers. 

Once again as I bring my last Chairs report to a close; my sincere thanks to all 

who contributed to the continued success of this event over the years.  It has 

been an honour to have acted as Chair for the last four years, thank you all for 

your support.  

Now over to you Molly/Steve for the Treasurers report: 

 

mailto:northowramscarecrows@hotmail.com

